July, 2009

Our preparations for our trip to Switzerland began as they do for all of our trips. Two

days before departure, Rich lays out what he wants to take in the spare bedroom. Then,

late at night, the Packing Fairy visits. She folds the clothes and everything magically

jumps into the suitcases! ltds a great system.

We flew to Geneva and rented a car for two weeks. We did brief city tours of Geneva,

Bern, Lucerne, Lausanne, Montreux, and Zurich. Each had a carefully preserved Old

Town and colorful promenades along lakes and rivers. We found the Swiss people to be

organized, reserved, efficient, punctual and incredibly clean. During a trip to Italy we

complained that the locals allowed their dogs to turn the sidewalks into obstacle courses.

In Lucerne, we watched as a woman used a bag to carefully clean up after her dog.

When she was done, she reached into her purse, pulled out a wipe, and delicately

de-poopified her doggieb derriere! She disposed of everything in the designated green

container that was whisked awayinone of the worl ddéds cool est gar ba




While we had been warned, the prices caused us to shudder and pause. Most things
cost double the US price. Three-star hotels were $175/night with no air-conditioning.
There was a pay toilet in the Zurich train station that cost almost $2. We could have
bought eight ice cream cones last year in Ukraine for the price of one pit stop in
Switzerland. We economized by holding it as long as possible and staying in two-star
establishments.

Switzerland has no official language. The culture is a blend of Italian, German, and

French. CNN was the only English language TV station at one of our hotels. We were

looking for news of the GM bankruptcy, but became frustrated that the only thing they

felt newsworthy was a helicopter flying over Mic
freeway. We found no real news or entertainment, but we could have watched live

coverage of the funeral procession in any of five languages.

The fact that the Swiss live in relative harmony in a country with a long history of

neutrality is an example of which many other countries should take note. Some of the

prosperity is certainly due to the profits from secret bank accounts, but recent European

agreements make them more transparent and probably less lucrative. Money

launderers need not worry. It was an easy trip across the border to Liechtenstein which

is full of #APrivate Bankso. We didnbéa open an a
hi ke up to the Princeds c adiedhtensteinboffof ouslistme st amps



Our favorite portions of the trip were spent in the mountains. We hiked more than 100
miles on the well-marked trails. The first day out, Rich was looking for the two day packs
the he had set out but could only find one. The intent was to split up the load of a
picnic lunch, water, maps and rain gear. It appears that the Packing Fairy had left one at
home. Everything had to be stuffed into one heavy pack for Rich to shoulder. Cheryll
denied that she and the Packing Fairy conspired to have Rich carry the full load.

Some people look at the mountains and wonder why anyone would want to go there.

Some see them as a challenge and attempt a climb. The Swisst hi nk; Al f | can bu
up there, I can charge tourists $50 to take then
gondolas, and cog-wheel trains to the high grounds. We rode a few lifts and used them

as bases for hikes.



